
Proceeding o the Remsen-Union Community School Board of Directors Regular Board Meeting 
April 8, 2013 
Called to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
At 6:46 p.m. School board President Shirley Schroeder called the public hearing pertaining to the 
proposed FY14 budget to order.  No public was present and at 6:55 p.m. Mrs. Schroeder 
adjourned the hearing. 
 
Board members present:  Cheri Nitzschke, Erica Pepper, Shirley Schroeder, Travis Tentinger and 
Theresa Van Dam.  Superintendent Ken Howard and Principal Steve Harman were also present.   
 
Erica Pepper read “Live as if you were to die tomorrow.  Learn as if you were to live forever.” 
Mahatma Gandhi.  “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the 
world.”  Nelson Mandela. 
 
It was moved to approve the agenda.  Motion carried. 
 
It was moved to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting held on March 11, 2013.  
Motion carried. 
 
Bills were allowed for payment.  Motion carried.   The financial report was discussed and 
accepted. 
 
Courtney Loutsch’s all state awarded speech was shown. 
 
The Board continued a discussion as per extra-curriculars.  Mr. Nonnemacher, baseball coach, 
shared his concerns about baseball numbers in the near future.  A discussion was held. 
 
Motion to accept the resignation of the industrial tech teacher.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion to accept the resignation of an Elementary special education teacher.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the voluntary transfer of a middle-high school special education teacher to 
elementary special education teacher.  Motion carried. 
 
The Board discussed the district property that is east of the school and the future needs of the 
district after any inquiry was made as per the district’s interest in selling. 
 
Motion to approve the recommended budget for the 2013-2014 school year for a total levy of 
11.00693 per $1,000 of taxable evaluation.  Motion carried. 
 
At 8:34 p.m. motion to go into closed session per Iowa Code Chapter 21.5(I)(i) to evaluate the 
professional competency of an individual whose appointment, hiring, performance or discharge is 
considered when necessary to prevent needless and irreparable injury to that individual’s 
reputation and that individual requests a closed session.  Motion carried. 
 
At 8:51 p.m. motion to come out of closed session.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the following resolution: 
 



 WHEREAS, pursuant to Iowa Code Sec. 279.10(4), the State of Iowa has granted school 
districts and nonpublic schools the ability to request a first day of school earlier than the 
mandated start date; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the request is to be made upon a determination by the board that the later 
start date would have a significant negative educational impact, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board, in consultation with its community, has determined a later start 
date would have a significantly negative impact on the educational program due to the direct and 
indirect impact on student learning and needs, more specifically, 
 

 Avoiding the delay of the end of school, due to weather, going into mid-June 
when students are significantly less likely to be learning than they are in late 
August. 

 Facilitating dual credit courses for high school students, ensuring they are 
equipped with post-secondary and career ready skills, with post-secondary 
institutions by having the calendars aligned. 

 Allowing for effective and evidence-based professional development to be spread 
throughout the school year, rather than front- or end-loaded, in order to improve 
instruction. 

 Honoring the community’s desires and needs in the calendar adopted. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board believes that student achievement first and foremost should drive 

all education policy decisions.  Any alterations to the current school start date should have data 
showing how the later start date is more vital to the State of Iowa than the success of its students, 
its future.  The decision on the school calendar should be made with that in mind as well as the 
recognition of the community’s involvement and support of the calendar. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Board President Shirley Schroder declared said Resolution duly adopted. 
 
The Principal gave his report. 
 
The Superintendent gave his report. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:47 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 


